NLG  swings 


into  high  gear 


Like  a bear  emerging  from  hibernation,  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  is  rubbing  the  winter  sleep  from  its  eyes  and  setting 
its  sights  on  the  busiest  months  of  the  year. 

From  now  through  August,  the  pace  will  be  fast  and  furious  for 
the  Guild. 

First  on  the  agenda  is  the  annual  awards  competition.  Donn 
Pearlman,  erstwhile  emcee  of  recent  NLG  “Bashes,”  was  as- 
signed last  summer  by  Virginia  Culver,  our  former  executive 
director,  to  revise  the  rules  for  the  contest  — and  Donn  has  done 
just  that.  His  list  of  new  rules  includes  some  major  consolidations 
in  the  previous  categories. 

The  complete  list  appears  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  along  with  a 
story  by  Donn  outlining  new  procedures  in  the  judging  as  well. 

Under  the  new  rules,  material  published  between  May  15,  1981 
and  May  30,  1982  will  be  eligible  for  consideration.  As  explained  in 
the  list  of  rules,  entries  must  be  sent  directly  to  Donn  Pearlman  — 
and  they  must  be  postmarked  no  later  than  June  15  and  received  no 
later  than  July  1. 

Awards  will  be  announced  and  presented  during  the  annual 
Bash  at  the  ANA  convention  in  Boston.  And  this  year’s  awards, 


unlike  those  of  the  last  several  years,  will  be  plaques,  according  to 
Paul  Whitnah,  our  executive  director. 

Time  and  place  of  the  Bash  — and  also  of  the  NLG  symposium 
— are  announced  by  Paul  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  in  his  regular 
message  to  the  membership.  This  year’s  symposium  should  be  a 
special  treat,  for  members  will  get  insights  from  two  of  the 
hobby’s  most  knowledgeable  and  most  colorful  sages  — Abe 
Kosoff  and  Glenn  Smedley.  Not  just  coincidentally,  both  are  past 
winners  of  the  NLG’s  prestigious  Clemmy  Award.  (This  year’s 
Clemmy  winner,  by  the  way,  will  be  announced  at  the  Bash,  along 
with  the  other  recipients  of  awards.) 

In  addition  to  being  contest  time,  this  is  also  election  time  for 
the  NLG  membership.  Only  one  director  will  be  chosen  this  year, 
since  only  one  term  — that  of  Ken  Bressett  — is  expiring.  Still,  it  is 
important  that  every  member  take  part  in  the  voting.  The  ballot  is 
included  with  this  issue. 

Between  now  and  convention  time,  some  Guild  members  will 
be  busy  teaching  school  — teaching  courses,  that  is,  at  one  or  more 
of  the  ANA  Summer  Seminars.  Details  on  this  also  can  be  found  in 
this  issue. 


4 new  members 

Four  new  members  have  hitched  their  writing  wagons  to 
the  brightly  shining  star  of  the  NLG. 

Acceptance  of  their  applications  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
was  announced  by  Paul  Whitnah,  our  executive  director  — who 
joined  the  Board  in  extending  a hearty  welcome  to  the  four. 

Here  are  thumbnail  sketches  of  the  new  additions: 

HAROLD  BEECHER  - A resident  of  Paoli,  Pa.,  Beecher 
is  a highly  active  member  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Association  and  serves  as  editor  of  the  MANA  Journal.  He  also 
is  the  author  of  a book  called  “Numismatics  in  Pennsylvania.’’ 
Paul  Whitnah  sponsored  him  for  membership  in  the  NLG. 

NANCY  W.  GREEN  — Research-minded  NLG  members 
may  have  had  dealings  already  with  Nancy  Green  — for  she’s 
the  ANA  librarian.  Besides  overseeing  the  literary  works  of 
others  she  also  does  some  writing  of  her  own  as  a columnist  for 
The  Numismatist.  Medals  are  her  hobby  specialty,  and  this  is 


OK’d  by  board 

reflected  in  her  membership  in  TAMS.  Neil  Harris  was  her 
NLG  sponsor. 

MARTIN  MORGENSTERN  — New  Rochelle,  N.Y.,  is  the 
hometown  of  this  new  NLG  member.  He  writes  for  The  Shekel 
and  Errorscope  and  belongs  to  numerous  hobby  organizations, 
among  them  the  ANA,  AINA,  NECA  and  TAMS.  His  NLG 
application  was  sponsored  by  Michael  J.  Druck. 

ADRIAN  F.  NADER  — This  new  member  was  senior  editor 
of  RN  Magazine  before  retiring.  His  writings  have  appeared  in 
the  Journal  of  the  International  Bank  Note  Society,  The  Bank 
Note  Reporter,  Numismatic  News,  World  Coin  News  and  Coin 
World,  and  he’s  active  in  a number  of  clubs.  He  is,  in  fact,  a 
board  member  and  past  president  of  the  Northern  Valley  Coin 
Club  in  New  Jersey.  Japanese  invasion  money  of  World  War  II 
is  his  hobby  specialty.  Thomas  V.  Haney  sponsored  him  for 
NLG  membership. 
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Reiter’s 

Notebook 


By  ED  REITER 

As  editor  of  the  NLG  Newsletter,  I receive  a fair  number  of 
queries  from  potential  new  members  who  want  to  know  the 
benefits  of  joining  our  organization.  My  usual  practice  is  to  send 
such  individuals  a copy  of  the  Newsletter  and  suggest  that  they 
review  our  activities  as  reported  therein. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  the  issue  now  in  your  hands  would  be 
especially  good  for  such  recruiting  — for  within  these  pages  are 
reports  on  just  about  all  our  major  doings.  The  Bash  ...  the 
convention  symposium  ...  the  writing  competition  ...  our  involve- 
ment in  the  ANA  summer  seminar  — all  of  these  ventures  are 
touched  upon,  and  some  are  spelled  out  in  great  detail.  Then,  too, 
this  is  the  issue  with  our  annual  election  ballot,  and  a careful  look 
at  our  roster,  as  listed  on  the  ballot,  should  make  it  clear  to  one 
and  all  that  ours  is  a most  distinguished  group  — a group  every 
numismatic  writer  should  be  proud  to  join. 

As  with  any  organization,  we  have  room  for  improvement.  We 
do  our  best  to  make  that  improvement,  though,  whenever  we 
perceive  the  need.  A good  illustration  is  the  job  Donn  Pearlman 
did  in  revamping  the  rules  for  our  annual  writing  contest.  It’s 
obvious  from  the  meticulous  wording  of  the  new  rules  (published 
elsewhere  in  this  issue)  that  Donn  put  a great  deal  of  thought  and 
sweat  into  this  project,  and  the  membership  owes  him  a huge 
collective  thank-you.  Donn  deserves  high  praise,  as  well,  for 
securing  first-rate  judges  from  outside  the  Guild  — and,  for  that 
matter,  outside  the  hobby.  This  new  ingredient  will  make  the  1982 
writing  competition  even  more  exciting  than  its  predecessors,  and 
will  make  this  year’s  awards  even  more  meaningful. 

As  mentioned  earlier,  the  election  ballot  is  incorporated  in  this 
issue.  Here  again,  you’ll  find  a departure  from  tradition.  Instead 
of  being  printed  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper  and  included  as  an 
insert,  the  ballot  is  part  of  the  Newsletter  itself.  This  means  you’ll 
have  to  tear  out  that  one  page  (page  11)  in  order  to  cast  your  vote. 


To  minimize  the  inconvenience,  though,  I’ve  sought  to  mak 
that  no  articles  or  ads  appear  on  either  side  of  the  ballot  - T SUre 
after  ripping  (or  clipping)  it  out,  you’ll  still  have  all  the  rjfin 
Newsletter  features. 

IN  THE  LAST  ISSUE  of  the  Newsletter,  I made  the  point  in 
column  that  coin  writers  suffer  from  chronic  underpayment  So^ 
of  you  were  kind  enough  to  comment  in  various  ways,  and  I tha^ 
you  for  expressing  your  views.  ’ nk 

I wish  I could  report  that  several  leading  publishers  hart 
upgraded  their  pay  scales  after  being  alerted  to  this  problem 
Unfortunately,  though,  reaction  from  the  publishers  has  been  nil 
They  haven’t  called  or  written  to  explain  their  point  of  view  thev 
haven’t  even  told  me  I’m  all  wet.  They’ve  simply  ignored  what  1 
wrote  — though  I did  hear  informally  from  one  editor  friend  who 
suggested,  with  considerable  logic,  that  publishers  don’t  like  to 
handle  such  discussions  publicly,  fearing  this  would  lead  to 
wholesale  demands  from  everyone  they  employ.  In  other  words 
they’d  rather  discuss  financial  matters  — if  at  all  — on  a one-to- 
one  basis  with  each  individual  employee  or  freelance  contributor. 

While  I understand  this  reasoning,  I still  take  strong  exception 
to  the  maintenance  of  pay  scales  that  range  from  inadequate  to 
absurd.  And  I can’t  fully  agree  with  the  same  editor  friend  that  if 
we  want  higher  rates  we  should  ask  for  them.  True,  we  should 
speak  up  when  we  have  a grievance.  Still,  it  would  be  nice  if  the 
publishers  now  and  then  would  give  us  a little  increase  on  their 
own  — partly  because  we’ve  earned  it,  partly  because  we’ve  been 
underpaid  for  years,  and  partly  because  we  need  continuing 
increments  just  to  keep  pace  with  inflation. 

Of  all  the  responses  I did  get,  by  the  way,  the  most  interesting 
may  have  been  a booklet  which  was  sent  to  me  by  fellow-NLGer 
John  V.  Kamin.  It’s  called  “How  to  Negotiate  for  Profit,”  and 
among  other  things  it  outlines  ways  to  win  your  points  — and  vjk 
raises  — in  discussions  with  employers. 

Like  my  editor  friend,  Kamin  feels  the  fault  lies  — in  part,  at 
least  — with  us  writers,  since  we  don’t  drive  a hard  enough 
bargain  (or  don’t  drive  a bargain  at  all). 

I haven’t  yet  attempted  the  tried-and-true  techniques  in 
Kamin’s  book.  Then  again,  I haven’t  had  much  luck  with  guys 
named  Kamin.  My  boss  at  the  daily  newspaper  where  I work  part- 
time  is  a man  named  Art  Kamin  — and  I’m  way  overdue  for  a 
raise  from  him,  too! 

Incidentally,  if  you’d  like  a copy  of  Kamin’s  book  — John 
Kamin’s  book,  that  is,  it’ll  cost  you  $6.  The  address  is  Forecaster 
Publishing  Co.  Inc.,  19623  Ventura  Blvd.,  Tarzana,  Calif.  91356. 

Happy  negotiating! 


From  the  desk 
of  the  director 

Dear  Fellow  NLGers, 

As  indicated  in  my  last  message,  this  issue  contains 
some  preliminary  details  on  our  upcoming  get-together 
during  the  annual  ANA  convention  in  Boston  Mass  Aue 
17-22.  M 6' 

The  events  pertaining  to  NLG  will  take  place  on  Friday 
Aug.  20,  and  the  schedule  is  as  follows : 

•7:30  a.m.  — Board  meeting,  Andover/Conference  Level. 

-9:30  a.m.  — Symposium,  Commonwealth/Conference 

Level 

»9.30  p.m.  Tea  Party,  Commonwealth/Conference 


Our  symposium  speakers  are  well  known  to  each  of  you. 
Abe  Kosoff  and  Glenn  Smedley  plan  to  reminisce  about  their 
many  years  in  numismatics.  The  experiences  of  these  two 
pillars  of  the  hobby  will  keep  the  audience  enthralled  as 
never  before. 

Bill  Nawrocki  is  hard  at  work  planning  the  evening  s 
program  for  our  Bash  (that’s  the  Tea  Party,  in  case  you 
were  wondering).  If  you  have  any  thoughts  in  this  area, 
contact  Bill  directly  at  11401  South  Lothair,  Chicago,  111 
60643. 

Your  board  has  approved  an  expenditure  of  $600  to  be 
used  by  the  ANA  to  provide  a scholarship  to  a deserving 
Young  Numismatist  to  attend  the  summer  seminar  in  Colo- 
rado Springs.  If  you  know  of  any  young  collectors  who  are 
ANA  members  and  may  be  interested  in  applying  for 
scholarship,  they  should  write  to  ANA  Headquarters 
details. 

’Til  next  time,  all  my  best! 

Regards, 

Paul  R.  Whitnah 
Executive  Director 
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Krause’s  plans 

All  roads  will  lead  to  tiny  Iola,  Wis.,  this  summer  as  thousands 
of  hobbyists  gather  there  to  wish  Numismatic  News  a happy 
birthday. 

To  celebrate  the  newspaper’s  30th  anniversary,  Krause  Publi- 
cations is  holding  an  open  house  on  July  17  — and  the  guest  list  will 
include  collectors  from  all  around  the  country.  Anyone  who  can 
make  it,  in  fact,  is  invited  — and  the  company  is  extending  a 
special  invitation  to  numismatic  writers. 

The  daylong  program  will  begin  at  9 a.m.  with  tours  of  the 
modern  KP  headquarters.  These  will  be  followed  by  a chicken 
barbecue  dinner  starting  at  11:30.  Then,  at  1 :30  p.m.,  there  will  be 
a brief  ceremony  featuring  appearances  by  government  and  hobby 
dignitaries  from  around  the  country  — among  them  Edward  C. 
Rochette,  a former  editor  of  Numismatic  News  who  now  is 
executive  vice  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. The  governor  of  Wisconsin,  Lee  Dreyfus,  also  is  scheduled  to 
attend. 

Hobbyists  seeking  more  information  about  the  program,  or 
wishing  to  make  reservations  for  the  barbecue,  should  write  to 
Numismatic  News,  Sue  Slaby,  700  E.  State  St.,  Iola,  Wis.  54990. 

Those  who  can’t  make  it  to  Iola  will  be  able  to  participate  in 
another  major  aspect  of  the  birthday  celebration  by  mail. 
Krause’s  is  offering  a special  commemorative  set  including  31 
uncirculated  cents  — one  of  each  year  from  1952  to  1982  — plus  a 
cupronickel  medal  and  aluminum  token  designed  exclusively  for 
the  company  by  Frank  Gasparro,  former  chief  sculptor-engraver 
of  the  United  States  Mint.  This  set  is  available  free  to  persons  who 
enter  a one-year  subscription  to  Numismatic  News  by  Oct.  13,  the 
actual  date  of  the  anniversary. 

In  designing  the  souvenir  pieces,  Gasparro  incorporated  fea- 
vui'es  familiar  to  all  coin  collectors,  including  the  Lincoln  Memori- 
al — which,  of  course,  appears  in  his  own  design  on  the  Lincoln 
cent. 

During  this  anniversary  year,  Numismatic  News  staffers  are 
expanding  their  travel  schedules  in  order  to  give  the  paper  greater 
exposure  at  major  coin  shows  — and  also  to  obtain  more  grass- 
roots input  from  dealers  and  collectors. 


Ted  Hammer,  a pre-eminent  numismatic  writer  and  greatly 
valued  NLG  member,  died  March  8 at  the  age  of  78  at  his  home  in 
Wichita,  Kan. 

Numismatic  writing  gave  Ted  an  opportunity  to  combine  two 
pursuits  that  were  close  to  his  heart.  He  was  a newspaperman  by 
profession  before  his  retirement  in  1971  — so  writing,  to  him,  was 
second  nature.  And  the  numismatic  hobby  was  an  avocation  that 
gave  him  great  pleasure  for  much  of  his  life. 

Ted  was  founder  and  first  president  (in  1938-39)  of  the  Iowa 
Numismatic  Association.  He  also  was  the  founder,  in  1939,  of  the 
Burlington  Coin  Club,  Iowa’s  oldest  continuously  meeting  local 
coin  club  — and  in  1979  he  was  guest  speaker  when  that  club  held  a 
banquet  for  its  40th  anniversary. 

In  April  1939,  he  was  on  hand  in  Chicago  for  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society,  and  he  played  a key  role  in 
drawing  up  the  bylaws  for  this  now  vibrant  regional  organization. 

On  the  national  level,  he  served  as  librarian  for  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  from  1942  to  1951. 

Ted  worked  for  several  Midwestern  newspapers  during  his 
.ong  career,  hanging  his  hat  for  the  last  — and  longest  — time  at 
the  Wichita  Eagle.  He  joined  that  paper  in  1947  and  remained  there 
until  he  retired,  serving  at  various  times  as  reporter,  librarian, 
city  editor  and  business  editor. 

His  writing  talent  came  to  the  attention  of  ANA  members  after 


Bash  of  its  own 


Krause  Publications  engaged  Frank  Gasparro  to  design 
this  medal  for  the  30th  anniversary  of  Numismatic  News. 

Their  attendance  at  these  shows  will  provide  opportunities, 
too,  for  NLG  members  to  meet  with  them  and  discuss  possible 
story  ideas  and  assignments. 

Among  the  shows  various  staff  members  will  attend  are  those 
being  held  by  the  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin,  May  15-16  in 
Madison;  the  Texas  Numismatic  Association,  May  21-23  in  Fort 
Worth;  the  Garden  State  Numismatic  Association,  June  25-27  in 
Cherry  Hill,  N.J.;  the  Metropolitan  Washington  club,  July  9-11  in 
Lanham,  Md.;  the  ANA,  Aug.  16-22  in  Boston;  and  the  Milwaukee 
Numismatic  Society,  Oct.  8-10  in  Milwaukee. 

Chester  L.  “Chet”  Krause,  president  of  Krause  Publications, 
was  a 28-year-old  carpenter  when  he  founded  Numismatic  News. 
His  “introductory  issue,”  on  Oct.  13,  1952,  was  a one-page  sheet, 
printed  on  only  one  side,  with  no  illustrations,  no  advertisements 
and  an  unpaid  circulation  of  less  than  1,000. 

From  that  humble  beginning,  though,  the  paper  has  progressed 
to  the  point  where  it  is  recognized  today  as  one  of  the  nation’s 
outstanding  hobby  publications.  And  the  company  it  spawned  has 
grown  impressively,  too.  Krause  Publications  now  has  more  than 
125  employees,  publishes  more  than  30  periodicals,  books  and 
reference  catalogs  and  boasts  an  annual  business  volume  of  more 
than  $10  million. 

at  Wichita  home 

his  appointment  as  librarian,  when  he  introduced  the  “Library 
Notes”  feature  in  The  Numismatist.  He  also  wrote  numerous 
other  articles  for  that  journal,  including  reports  on  ANA  conven- 
tions. 

In  recent  years,  Ted  Hammer’s  byline  had  appeared  with 
greatest  frequency  in  Coin  World,  where  his  column,  “Romance 
of  Money,”  was  a popular  weekly  feature.  The  column  served  as  a 
primer  for  untold  readers  through  the  years. 

A man  of  many  facets,  Ted  had  worked  as  an  actor  for  six 
years  while  attending  Des  Moines  University  in  his  hometown  — 
and  after  that  he  had  worked  in  theater  publicity. 

In  recent  years,  physical  problems  had  dogged  him.  Following 
his  retirement,  he  developed  diabetes  — and  shortly  thereafter  he 
suffered  an  accident  that  required  amputation  of  his  right  leg 
below  the  knee.  Then,  in  1980,  he  had  to  undergo  eye  surgery. 
These  problems  didn’t  rob  him  of  his  cheerful  nature,  though,  or 
keep  him  from  meeting  his  deadlines. 

Last  September,  in  a letter  to  Coin  World,  he  wrote  not  of  his 
troubles  but  rather  of  his  blessings,  which  he  listed  as  follows: 
“Two  sons  and  three  grandchildren  who  collect  — not  bad  for  four 
children  and  10  grandchildren!  ” 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  52  years,  the  former  Harriette 
Fitzpatrick;  three  sons,  a daughter  and  those  10  grandchildren. 


Ted  Hammer  dies 
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Investigative  reporting  is. 
an  area  worth  looking  into 


By  TED  SCHWARZ 


Many  numismatic  writers  tend  to  look  upon  investigative 
reporting  as  the  realm  of  major  newspapers.  In  our  field  we 
frequently  are  dealing  with  scholarly  research  and  events  which 
may  have  happened  thousands  of  years  in  the  past. 

When  we  do  become  aware  of  problems  within  our  field  which 
may  warrant  an  expose,  we  often  will  allude  to  the  situation 
without  fully  exploring  it. 

Examples  of  such  situations  are  not  uncommon:  the  aluminum 
cent  scandal  ...  the  Royal  Canadian  Mint’s  made-to-order  coinage, 
including  the  Diving  Goose  Dollar  in  the  late  1960s  ...  and  the  1964 
Peace  dollars,  to  name  a few. 

We  all  hear  rumors,  talk  on  occasion  with  disreputable  charac- 
ters in  our  field  and  have  knowledge  as  to  how  such  things  can 
happen  — but  we  do  very  little  with  the  information.  As  a result, 
the  hobby  press  occasionally  falls  short  of  its  potential,  and  this 
failing  must  rest  squarely  on  our  shoulders. 

As  a rule,  this  shortcoming  is  caused  not  by  our  unwillingness 
to  take  action,  but  rather  by  our  lack  of  knowledge  on  how  to 
proceed.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  help  correct  that 
deficiency. 

THE  MOVIE  IMAGE  of  the  investigator/reporter  always 
shows  him  involved  in  clandestine  meetings,  dangerous  intrigue, 
potential  violence  — and,  perhaps,  a little  romance  as  well. 
Unfortunately,  the  reality  doesn’t  quite  match  the  image.  (I  say 
“unfortunately”  because,  while  we  all  can  do  without  the  vio- 
lence, the  romantic  intrigue  might  be  an  enjoyable  respite  from 
studying  the  Red  Book. ) 

The  first  situation  of  which  you  must  be  aware  is  that  almost 
anyone  will  talk  with  a writer.  Individuals  who  would  never  talk 
with  law  enforcement  officers  will  often  speak  quite  freely  to 
those  of  us  who  produce  articles  and  books.  They  recognize  that  we 
ar  going  to  quote  what  they  say.  And  yet  they  have  a desire  to 
speak  — sometimes  for  reasons  of  ego,  other  times  to  clear  their 
conscience,  and  still  other  times  to  get  back  at  police  because  of 
their  hostility  to  authorities.  This  last  situation  is  infrequent,  but  it 
does  occur  often  enough  to  be  worth  mentioning. 

When  confronting  an  investigative  piece,  the  first  step  is  to 
determine  absolutely  everyone  who  might  be  involved.  You  can 
make  most  of  your  contacts  by  letter  and  telephone.  It  seldom  will 
be  necessary  to  meet  someone  in  person,  so  you  can  feel  secure  in 
knowing  that  while  you  may  have  a high  long-distance  phone  bill, 
you  probably  will  not  have  travel  expenses. 

SEVERAL  YEARS  AGO,  for  example,  I was  investigating  the 
efforts  to  recover  the  aluminum  cents  from  the  various  con- 
gressmen who  had  had  access  to  what  were  then  14  missing  coins.  I 
began  by  going  to  the  library  and  getting  a list  of  all  the  individuals 
who  belonged  to  the  appropriate  committees.  I then  sent  individual 
letters  to  each  one  questioning  what  had  happened.  Never  once  did 
I accuse  anyone  of  theft;  I simply  asked  questions  concerning  how 
the  coins  had  been  presented,  whether  anything  was  said  about 
their  value,  and  other  rather  innocuous  queries. 

I was  seeking  the  assistance  of  each  person  and  also  asking  for 
referrals.  I wanted  to  know  what  happened  the  day  the  coins  were 
presented,  whether  or  not  the  congressmen  were  asked  to  return 
them,  and  similar  details.  None  of  the  people  I contacted  was 
given  the  impression  that  I felt  he  had  done  something  wrong  — 
although,  in  reality,  each  had  to  be  con?Hf  3d  a suspect  in 
pr  tential  thefts. 


I also  contacted  the  various  Mint  officials  who  were  involved. 
This  was  done  to  ensure  that  I had  all  sides  to  the  story.  The  Mint 
officials  eventually  called  me  and  explained  on  the  telephone  that 
they  could  not  accuse  anyone  of  theft.  They  had  to  take  the  position 
that  the  coins  were  being  legitimately  held  for  study  by  the 
committee  members  and  would  be  returned  as  soon  as  the 
members  were  through  with  them.  However,  they  also  admitted 
that  they  would  be  watching  all  coin  shows  and  planned  to 
confiscate  any  of  the  cents  which  might  turn  up. 

I recorded  my  conversations  with  the  Mint  officials,  as  I do  all 
conversations  of  this  nature,  using  a Calrad  Corporation  O-Ring. 
This  device  fits  over  the  earpiece  of  a normal  receiver  and  plugs 
into  any  cassette  tape  recorder  or  reel-to-reel  machine  with  an 
inexpensive  adaptor.  This  is  perfectly  legal  as  long  as  there  is  no 
one  listening  on  the  extension  and  no  wiretap  is  used.  You  do  not 
have  to  notify  the  person  you  are  talking  with  and  the  reproduction 
is  perfect  — something  that  is  not  the  case  with  the  typical  suction 
cup  induction  coil. 

THE  LETTERS  I RECEIVED  from  the  congressmen  were 
interesting.  Among  other  questions,  I asked  who  was  present  the 
day  that  the  coins  were  passed  out.  I was  well  aware  that 
individuals  listed  as  present  in  the  Congressional  Record  might  not 
actually  have  been  there.  This  proved  to  be  the  case,  and  I was 
able  to  determine  exactly  who  was  present,  thereby  equipping  3 
to  follow  up,  if  necessary,  if  any  individuals  failed  to  respond. 

The  responses  varied  widely.  Some  individuals  said  the  rarity 
of  the  coins  was  stressed  and  even  told  me  mention  had  been  made 
that  the  cents  could  be  sold  to  wealthy  collectors  for  as  much  as 
$100,000  each.  Others,  present  at  the  same  meeting,  told  me 
nothing  was  said  about  value  ...  or  compared  the  coins  to  toys  ... 
and/or  said  they  had  had  no  idea  that  anyone  would  be  interested 
in  them. 

Fairly  soon,  by  simply  comparing  letters,  it  became  obvious 
that  a number  of  the  individuals  were  not  telling  the  truth.  By 
counterpointing  direct  quotes  from  these  letters  in  my  writing,  I 
was  able  to  make  it  clear  which  congressmen  were  keeping  the 
coins.  Later,  under  pressure  from  my  writing,  plus  the  investiga- 
tions of  Jack  Anderson  and  others,  a number  of  the  coins  were 
returned  by  individuals  who  had  lied.  The  coins  magically  ap- 
peared — either  turning  up  in  a congressman’s  own  possession  or 
being  “discovered”  in  the  office  of  an  aide  during  “moving.”  A 
number  of  these  same  individuals  later  went  to  jail  or  were  forced 
out  of  Congress  for  other  illegal  behavior. 

I had  the  complete  story  and  was  able  to  show  the  individuals 
involved  without  risking  libel  suits  — and  all  for  the  cost  of  a few 
letters.  Not  once  did  I have  to  see  any  of  the  individuals  personally 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  investigation. 

THE  SAME  GROUND  RULES  hold  true  with  almost  any  idea 
which  might  arise.  You  need  to  talk  with  absolutely  everyone 
involved,  constantly  comparing  notes. 

I am  in  the  process  of  doing  this  with  the  Canadian  counterfeits 
and  have  already  assembled  material  in  excess  of  what  has  been 
available  to  law  enforcement  authorities. 

At  times,  people  have  simply  written  to  me  with  informati^fc 
At  other  times,  I have  had  phone  calls  in  which  someone  gave  m^^ 
name,  told  me  how  that  person  operated,  and  then  hung  up 
Because  this  case  involves  several  thousand  coins,  a large  number 
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^Wealers  and  executives  within  the  Mint,  this  has  been  an  ongoing 
project  for  many  months.  Even  so,  I have  yet  to  leave  my  office  in 
order  to  run  down  details. 

The  reality  is  that  people  are  willing  to  talk  — and  even  those 
who  lie  provide  information  when  what  they  say  is  cross-checked 
with  other  reports. 

I start  with  the  assumption  that  I will  eventually  learn  what  I 
want  to  know.  Then  I begin  contacting  absolutely  everyone  who 
might  be  involved,  interviewing  by  telephone  and  by  letter.  I 
always  enclose  a self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  for  replies  and 
offer  to  let  the  person  call  me  collect.  If  nothing  else,  a collect  call 
obligates  the  person  mentally  to  talk  with  you  because  that  person 
has  made  the  first  move  and  you  are  footing  the  bill. 

Read  everything  you  can  on  the  topic  — that  is,  if  anything  has 
been  published.  But  believe  nothing.  Cross-check  every  resource 
quoted;  there  may  have  been  an  error  on  the  part  of  either  the 
reporter  or  a copy  editor  who  had  to  compress  the  story  due  to 
limited  space. 


tually,  and  you  must  be  ready  for  this.  Also,  it  is  a good  idea  to 
make  written  notes  even  when  you  are  taping,  just  in  case  a 
problem  arises  with  the  tape. 

Most  courts  have  held  that  if  tape  is  going  to  be  allowed  in 
legal  testimony  it  must  be  virgin  tape  — tape  which  has  been  used 
only  once  and  not  erased.  Tape  which  has  been  erased  and  reused 
can  be  detected  easily  through  electronic  means.  This  is  not  to  say 
that  virgin  tape  cannot  be  manipulated,  but  you  stand  the  best 
chance  of  having  the  court  accept  such  tape  in  a libel  situation. 

I go  to  the  extreme  of  breaking  the  little  tabs  at  the  back  of 
each  tape  after  a recording  session,  if  I need  the  tape  long-term, 
since  that  prevents  accidental  recording.  If  you’re  not  certain 
where  to  look,  check  the  back  of  an  unrecorded  tape  and  compare 
it  with  the  back  of  a pre-recorded  tape.  The  tabs  of  which  I speak 
are  always  missing  from  pre-recorded  tapes. 

You  do  not  have  to  tell  someone  you  are  tape-recording  on  the 
telephone.  This  has  been  well  established  in  the  courts.  And  the 
method  I mentioned  earlier  is  fine  — though  having  a third  party 
monitor,  or  anything  that  can  be  considered  a wiretap,  is  not  legal 
anywhere. 


WHEN  CONDUCTING  INTERVIEWS,  work  just  as  intensely 
at  listening  when  you  are  hearing  material  you  have  heard  before 
as  you  do  when  something  seems  fresh.  What  you  are  seeking  is 
that  one  word  or  phrase  that  might  be  a new  clue.  Often  you  can 
drop  this  small  item  of  information  in  order  to  get  extensive 
information  from  someone  else. 

I gained  considerable  information  about  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
two-cent  piece,  which  was  part  of  a recent  U.S.  Mint  experiment, 
simply  because  one  person  with  whom  I was  talking  happened  to 
briefly  mention  the  design  before  becoming  embarrassed  and 
dropping  the  subject.  When  I talked  with  someone  else  who  also 
aware  of  it,  the  fact  that  I could  casually  mention  it  gave  the 
ression  that  I knew  absolutely  everything.  There  was  no 
apparent  need  for  secrecy,  so  the  individual  gave  me  far  more 
details  than  I otherwise  would  have  had. 

I have  used  this  technique  extensively  in  non-numismatic 
writing,  as  when  I interviewed  police  for  my  book  on  the  Los 
Angeles  Hillside  Strangler  murder  case.  It  always  works,  so  long 
as  you  give  the  impression  that  you  know  more  than  you  actually 
do  when  you  simply  drop  one  or  two  words. 

If  you  haven’t  done  many  interviews  or  are  uncomfortable 
doing  them,  you  might  try  making  a list  of  absolutely  every 
question  you  can  imagine  asking  before  you  conduct  an  interview. 
Then  review  all  the  questions  before  you  talk  with  the  person  — 
but  DO  NOT  look  at  the  questions  while  conducting  the  interview. 
Let  the  interview  go  where  it  will  and  listen  constantly  to  what  is 
being  said. 

If  you  are  making  notes  in  longhand,  stop  the  individual  when 
you  want  to  make  note  of  an  exact  quote.  But  listen  and  let  the 
interview  roam  where  it  will;  you  never  know  where  this  may 
lead,  and  stopping  a person  could  keep  you  from  gaining  far  more 
important  information  than  you  think  you  are  going  to  gain  by  a 
different  approach. 

When  the  interview  is  over,  it  is  time  to  review  your  list  of 
questions  and  pose  any  of  these  you  forgot  to  ask.  Finally,  say  to 
the  person  something  to  this  effect:  “Is  there  anything  I have  not 
asked  that  you  think  is  important,  or  anything  you  think  should  be 
emphasized  more  than  we  have?”  This,  too,  can  lead  to  some 
interesting  information,  though  many  times  nothing  more  is 
added. 

IF  YOU  TAPE-RECORD  your  interview  — and,  for  an  in- 
vestigative piece,  this  is  essential,  have  available  two  recorders, 
extra  alkaline  batteries  and  extra  tape  of  decent  quality.  Junk  tape 
(such  as  the  three  for  $1  specials)  is  likely  to  jam,  and  batteries 
die  at  the  most  inopportune  moments.  Even  the  most  expensive 
tape  recorders  are  going  to  experience  mechanical  failure  even- 


THE MAJOR  STORIES  affecting  our  hobby  can  be  explored  to 
a much  greater  depth  than  most  hobby  writers  currently  attempt. 
By  following  the  suggestions  I am  giving,  you  will  have  no 
problems  developing  far  more  interesting  articles  and  books  when 
you  tackle  a topic  involving  some  of  the  less  reputable  aspects  of 
numismatics. 

Even  better,  this  type  of  work  is  fun  — because,  in  this  way, 
you  can  play  “special  : ;gator”  by  the  comfort  of  your  own 

typewriter. 
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NLG  members 
to  be  instructors 
at  ANA  seminars 

The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  will  be  well  represented  this 
year  when  instructors  compare  notes  at  the  annual  Summer 
Seminars  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 

No  fewer  than  six  of  the  scheduled  instructors  are  NLG 
members,  and  three  of  them  — Q.  David  Bowers,  Ken  Bressett 
and  Bill  Fivaz  — are  members  of  the  NLG  Board  of  Directors. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  three  separate  seminars  are 
planned.  Newest  addition  is  a program  planned  July  11-17  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  in  Stevens  Point.  The  university  is  located 


only  about  23  miles  from  Iola,  the  home  of  Krause  Publications  — 
and  this  will  enable  a number  of  Krause  staffers  to  participate  as 
instructors.  One  of  them  is  NLG  member  Russell  Rulau,  wlM^m 
help  conduct  a course  on  “Modern  World  Coins.” 

Two  other  NLGers,  Bressett  and  Ed  Rochette,  also  will  take 
part  in  the  Stevens  Point  seminar.  Bressett  will  help  conduct  a 
course  on  “The  Grading  of  Coins,”  while  Rochette  will  teach  a 
course  on  “Coin  Club  Management.”  Both  will  handle  courses  on 
the  same  subjects  in  Colorado  Springs,  as  well,  when  the  scene 
shifts  there  Aug.  1-7  — and,  in  Colorado,  Fivaz  will  join  Bressett  in 
teaching  the  grading  course. 

The  final  NLG  representative  is  Ed  Reiter,  editor  of  the  NLG 
Newsletter,  who  will  take  over  Rochette’s  former  course  on 
“Numismatic  Writing  and  Research.”  Rochette  relinquished  that 
subject  this  year  in  order  to  conduct  the  coin  club  course. 

The  third  seminar  site  will  be  Penn  State  University  in  State 
College,  Pa.  The  program  there  will  take  place  June  20-26. 

Further  information  about  the  various  programs  can  be  ob- 
tained by  contacting  Judy  Stebenne,  seminar  coordinator,  at  ANA 
Headquarters  in  Colorado  Springs.  The  address  there  is  P.O.  Box 
2366,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  80901. 


A Bailey's-eye  view 


(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Clement  F.  Bailey, 
the  man  who  gave  his  name  to  the  Clemmy 
Award,  has  been  a repeat  winner  — the 
only  winner,  in  fact  — in  the  literary 
portfolio  category  of  the  NLG  writing  com- 
petition. In  this  article,  he  offers  some  sage 
observations  on  this  particular  “Clemmy” 
award.) 

By  CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY 

For  the  past  three  years,  it  has  been  my 
pleasure  to  have  won  the  portfolio  award  — 
probably  by  the  sheer  weight  of  my  entries. 

The  key  word  in  this  classification  is 
“versatility.”  My  portfolios  have  included 
articles  on  all  facets  of  numismatics  except 
investment  and  speculation.  Among  these 
were  stories  on  United  States  coins,  world 
coins,  coin  books,  coin  clubs,  auctions, 
education,  mint  information,  paper  money, 
medals  and  museums  — plus  the  people 
involved  in  these  activities. 

The  articles  had  appeared  in  weekly, 
monthly,  bimonthly  and  annual  publica- 
tions, numismatic  and  non-numismatic 
alike. 

I place  my  material  in  plastic  page 
covers,  using  both  sides  — and  since  I use 
35  to  40  separate  covers,  that  amounts  to  70 


to  80  pages  of  information.  The  folio  con- 
sists of  a three-ring  binder  divided  into 
sections  for  weekly,  monthly,  bimonthly 
and  annual  publications. 

With  this  background,  I would  make  the 
following  recommendations  as  minimum 
requirements  for  submission  of  a portfolio: 

• Material  submitted  should  represent 
at  least  two  frequencies  of  publication 
(weekly,  monthly,  bimonthly,  annual, 
etc.). 

• The  material  should  be  from  com- 
mercial publications,  and  should  not  in- 
clude club  bulletins,  letters  to  the  editor, 
donation  articles  or  similar  items. 

• There  should  be  a minimum  of  35 
pages  of  material  on  at  least  five  different 
numismatic  subjects. 

• No  winner  should  be  named  unless  the 
Guild  receives  at  least  six  individual 
portfolios.  If  that  minimum  figure  isn’t 
reached,  the  class  should  be  dropped  for  the 
year. 

• There  should  be  no  limit  on  the  number 
of  times  any  individual  can  win;  otherwise, 
interest  would  decline  — and  the  interest 
appears  to  be  limited  even  now. 

Even  though  I’ve  won  this  award  three 
straight  times,  I’m  looking  forward  to  en- 
tering again  this  year.  And  I hope  to  see 


Clement  F.  ''Clem"  Bailey,  the  man 
behind  the  Clemmy  Award,  may  soon 
be  better  known  as  “Mr.  Portfolio." 


more  entries  from  fellow-NLGers.  The 
award  doesn’t  have  much  meaning  if  there 
is  no  competition  — and,  if  the  number  of 
entries  doesn’t  pick  up,  the  category  may 
have  to  be  discontinued. 

Of  course,  if  it  does  get  dropped,  that 
will  save  me  a lot  of  assembly  time. 


Coin  Week  items  from  Moose  Jaw 


Coin  Week  is  now  an  international  observance,  as  Jerry 
Remick,  a distinguished  NLG  member  from  Canada,  notes  in  a 
recent  letter  to  your  Newsletter  editor. 

To  dramatize  the  point,  Remick  designed  special  stationery 
incorporating  logos  from  National  Coin  Week  (the  United 
States  version),  Coin  Week  Canada  and  Coin  Week  North 
America.  L.H.  “Scoop”  Lewry  of  Moose  Jaw,  Saskatchewan, 
coordinator  of  this  year’s  inaugural  Coin  Week  North  America 
program,  printed  the  stationery  and  has  made  it  available  to 


interested  collectors  at  his  cost,  along  with  Coin  Week  stamps. 

Remick  suggests  that  even  though  this  year’s  Coin  Week  is 
past,  some  NLG  members  may  wish  to  acquire  these  attractiv<A 
souvenirs  as  collector’s  items.  The  stationery  is  priced  at  25 
sheets  for  $2,  50  sheets  for  $3.75  and  100  sheets  for  $7.  The 
stamps,  which  come  in  sheets  of  six,  are  available  at  $1.35 
postpaid  for  five  sheets. 

Those  interested  should  write  to  L.H.  “Scoop”  Lewry,  1151 
3rd  Ave.  N.W.,  Moose  Jaw,  Saskatchewan,  Canada  S6H  3V1. 
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Martin's  Musings 

'it— 

There  ought 
to  be  a law! 

By  LEE  MARTIN 

Laws  are  made  to  be  enforced  — or  so  the  law-making  bodies 
would  have  you  believe.  Of  course,  it’s  hard  to  believe  that  some 
laws  on  the  books  were  passed  by  sane  lawmakers. 

Deceptive  laws  are  common  in  the  field  of  taxation.  Headlines 
screaming  “Taxes  to  Be  Reduced”  may  bring  smiles,  but  in  very 
small  type  there’s  always  a little  kicker  such  as,  “You  can  no 
longer  deduct  for  ...  etc.” 

The  recent  special-interest  protection  given  by  Congress  to 
banks  and  savings  and  loans  institutions  at  the  expense  of  collec- 
tibles is  a typical  disillusionment.  Oddly,  though,  few  coin  dealers 
seem  to  be  making  an  effort  to  have  the  bill  reconsidered.  Those 
firms  that  are  trying  to  do  something  have  been  unable  to  fully 
arouse  the  industry,  and  it  now  appears  certain  that  the  funds 
required  for  a concentrated  effort  (that  is,  a payoff  to  the  right 
people)  will  be  too  little,  too  late. 

Fortunately,  some  inalienable  laws  are  not  subject  to  official 
Washington's  influence.  Among  them  is  the  famed  Murphy’s  Law 
(“Anything  that  can  go  wrong,  will.”)  Not  to  be  overlooked,  too, 
>s  that  other  well-known  axiom,  “A  piece  of  toast  always  falls 
/^ith  the  butter  side  down.” 

The  list  of  laws  pertaining  to  human  frailty  is  impressive  and 
humorous.  I have  not  seen  a summary  of  coin  collector  laws,  but 
some  of  the  following  are  obvious  — and  practically  all  are 
variations  of  Murphy’s  Law  as  seen  by  the  coin  hobbyist: 

• A 2-by-2  holder  is  always  for  the  wrong  denomination  — or 
you’ve  used  the  last  one  and  the  supply  store  just  closed  for  the 
weekend. 

• The  coin  you  sold  last  week  is  now  going  wild  on  the  pricing 
charts.  That  major  ding  on  the  coin  is  now  just  a minor  scratch. 

• Your  bid  on  that  “must  have”  coin  in  the  mail  auction  was 
too  low,  but  that  casual  bid  for  the  item  you  didn’t  really  want  was 
the  high  bid. 


Help  Wanted! 

Now  is  the  time  for  all  good  writers  to  come  to  the  aid  of 
William  S.  Nawrocki. 

Nawrocki  is  emcee-designate  of  the  NLG  “Bash”  at  this 
year’s  ANA  convention  — and  with  convention  time  fast 
drawing  near,  he  reports  that  he  still  needs  additional  acts. 

Experience  isn’t  necessary,  Nawrocki  advises  — “just 
nerve.”  He  needs  both  written  material  and  performers  to 
present  the  various  skits. 

One  possibility,  he  suggests,  might  be  a “Battle  of  the 
Publishers”  among  Amos  Press,  Krause  Publications  and 
Behn-Miller,  with  a prize  — perhaps  a Golden  Goose  (or  even  a 
rubber  one)  — to  be  presented  to  the  company  coming  up  with 
the  best  skit. 

Anyone  who  can  help  is  urged  to  get  in  touch  with  emcee 
Nawrocki  by  writing  to  him  at  11401  South  Lothair,  Chicago,  111. 
60643. 


• The  guarantee  on  the  coin  you  bought  is  ubject  to  different 
interpretations. 

• You’re  delighted  to  find  that  a coin  in  your  collection  has  a 
very  high  catalog  value.  You  try  to  sell  it  to  a dealer  ...  and  he 
ridicules  the  evaluation. 

• You  join  a coin  club  and  try  to  be  an  active  member.  You  are 
immediately  put  on  every  committee  or  made  president. 

• You  buy  a ticket  in  a coin  club  raffle.  Either  you  never  hear 
anything  more  or  the  winner  is  the  man  who  sold  the  tickets. 

• An  ad  in  every  coin  publication  stresses  that  the  coins  are 
unsearched.  “Buy  a Bag!”  The  theme  is  interesting,  but  if  the  bag 
is  unsearched  how  can  they  guarantee  you  will  like  the  coins  ...  and 
why  are  they  sure  that  at  least  half  the  coins  are  from  the  “S” 
Mint ...  and  howcum  all  the  coins  are  dated  between  1909  and  1930? 
Topping  off  the  ad  is  the  ominous  phrase,  “We  will  buy  back  the 
bag  at  half  the  price  less  the  value  of  the  coins  removed.” 

The  laws  of  the  coin  hobby  go  on  and  on.  Won’t  you  add  a few? 

Not  to  be  overlooked  are  the  laws  affecting  numismatic 
writers: 

• A story  on  a subject  a writer  has  researched  extensively  will 
always  appear  in  print  just  about  the  time  his  or  her  article  is 
completed.  The  published  story  will  be  half  as  good  as  the  writer’s. 

• An  editor  will  assign  a story  on  something  you  regard  as  your 
specialty  to  someone  who  just  happens  to  be  his  close  friend  or 
relative. 

• You  have  completed  a superb  story  exposing  a coin  dealer 
guilty  of  unethical  practices.  The  dealer  suddenly  becomes  a 
major  advertiser  in  the  periodical  you  intended  to  contact. 

• Your  camera  is  sure  to  stop  working  just  before  the  most 
important  assignment  you  ever  got. 

• The  story  you  just  sold  for  $100  is  exactly  what  the  major 
publication  wanted  — but  now  will  ignore,  because  it  is  without 
exclusive  rights. 

• You  buy  a new  book  and  the  first  words  you  see  are, 
“Nothing  in  this  book  may  be  reproduced  without  permission  of 
the  author.”  In  the  first  chapter,  you  recognize  an  article  you 
wrote  — reproduced  without  compensation  or  credit. 

• A good  friend  writes  a book  and  asks  you  to  review  it.  The 
book  will  invariably  require  you  to  choose  between  a good  friend 
and  the  truth. 

• A fellow-writer  asks  permission  to  borrow  a photo  from  you. 
You  loan  it  to  him  and  never  get  it  back.  When  you  ask  for  it,  the 
writer  will  deny  it  was  ever  borrowed. 

• You  buy  a computer  and  spend  weeks  mastering  it.  By  then, 
the  computer  is  obsolete  and  a better  one  is  available  at  half  the 
price. 

• It  is  4 a.m.  and  you  wake  up  with  a great  idea  for  an  article 
You  grab  a pen  and  jot  down  the  thought.  Next  morning  it  is 
unrecognizable  — or  else  the  idea  is  so  bad  you  suspect  the 
Sandman  hit  you  with  lumbago  of  the  brain. 

Laws  for  the  writer  and  coin  collector  follow  the  path  of  human 
nature.  Isn’t  it  too  bad  that  laws  enacted  by  bureaucrats  follow  the 
path  of  expediency,  rather  than  common  sense! 
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Judgment  day 
is  at  hand  for 
NLG  writers 

(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Donn  Pearlman,  well-known  broadcast 
journalist,  numismatic  columnist  and  Bash  emcee,  undertook  the 
difficult  task  of  revamping  the  procedures  for  the  NLG  writing 
competition.  In  this  report,  he  outlines  the  new  setup.) 

By  DONN  PEARLMAN 

It’s  NLG  Awards  time  again  — time  to  hunt  down  your  best 
journalistic  efforts  and  prepare  them  for  entry  in  the  annual 
awards  competition. 

This  year  there  are  a few  changes,  so  be  sure  to  READ  THE 
INSTRUCTIONS  VERY  CAREFULLY.  And,  in  an  effort  to  make 
the  NLG  Awards  more  prestigious  and  professional,  several  of  the 
judges  have  been  recruited  from  outside  the  numismatic  field. 
However,  all  the  judges  have  solid  journalistic  credentials. 

Judges  for  1982  are  as  follows: 

• CASEY  BUKRO.  For  eight  years,  Casey  Bukro  served  as  a 
regional  director  of  the  Sigma  Delta  Chi  Society  of  Professional 
Journalists,  and  he  remains  very  active  in  professional  journalism 
activities  in  the  Midwest.  He  is  award-winning  environment  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Tribune. 

• ROGER  BOYE.  A man  whose  name  is  familiar  to  many 
Midwestern  collectors,  Roger  Boye  writes  the  weekly  coin  column 
for  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  won  the  NLG’s  Maurice  Gould  Award 
in  1980.  He  is  on  the  Journalism  School  faculty  at  Northwestern 
University,  is  a coordinator  of  the  annual  summer  journalism 

Rules  for  1982 

Please  read  carefully.  There  are  some  changes.  Failure  to 
comply  strictly  with  these  rules  will  mean  automatic  disqualifica- 
tion of  the  entry  or  entries  involved. 

(1)  Any  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  member  is  eligible  to 
enter  the  1982  awards  competition  if  his  or  her  dues  are  paid  in  full 
by  March  15,  1982. 

(2)  Contest  entries  shall  be  for  work  published  from  May  15, 
1981  through  May  30,  1982.  Entries  must  be  POSTMARKED  NO 
LATER  THAN  JUNE  15,  1982  and  must  be  RECEIVED  NO 
LATER  THAN  JULY  1,  1982. 

(3)  No  contestant  may  enter  the  same  story  in  more  than  one 
classification  except  for  category  15,  the  portfolio  category. 

(4)  Entries  must  be  the  work  of  the  contestant  or  must  have 
been  produced  under  his  or  her  supervision  in  the  case  of  best 
issues,  books,  catalogs,  etc. 

(5)  Failure  to  conform  strictly  to  the  rules  in  submitting  any 
cr  try  will  mean  automatic  elimination  from  that  contest. 


“camp”  for  high  school  students  from  around  the  country 
Northwestern,  and  is  general  manager  of  Quill,  the  monthf 
magazine  of  Sigma  Delta  Chi  Society  of  Professional  Journalist ! 

• MERLE  KINGMAN.  The  former  editor  of  The  America 
Collector  magazine,  Merle  Kingman  is  now  a corporate  art 
director  for  the  16  different  publications  produced  by  Crain 
Communications  Inc.  He  has  extensive  experience  in  layout  and 
other  phases  of  graphics  and  is  very  familiar  with  various  hobby 
publications. 

• SHARON  GELDER.  A winner  of  numerous  awards  in  her 
former  role  as  editor  of  The  Chicago  Reporter,  a very  thorough 
investigative  newsletter,  Sharon  Gelder  is  now  managing  editor  of 
WBBM-CBS  Radio  Chicago.  She  is  active  in  a number  of  journal- 
ism organizations. 

• DONN  PEARLMAN.  A grade  school  dropout  who  made  his 
first  million  selling  corroded  rolls  of  wheat  cents  to  Saudi  Arabian 
investors  during  the  1973  oil  embargo,  Donn  Pearlman  has  been 
rejected  by  virtually  every  major  credit  card  company  since  it 
was  discovered  he  originated  the  slogan,  “Buy  the  coin,  forget  the 
book!” 

(Donn,  of  course,  has  won  five  NLG  writing  and  photography 
awards  since  1979  and  has  served  as  Bash  MC  the  last  four  years. 
He  has  been  honored  by  the  Associated  Press  and  United  Press 
International  for  news  coverage  at  WBBM-CBS  Radio  Chicago, 
and  aside  from  freelance  articles  in  a number  of  numismatic 
publications  he  is  also  a contributing  editor  to  The  Collector- 
Investor  magazine.  Because  of  his  involvement  in  the  NLG 
Awards  judging  this  year,  Donn  will  not  be  submitting  any  entries 
himself  — which  is  just  as  well,  because  most  of  the  stuff  he  wrote 
in  1981  was  about  as  soft  as  the  market  itself. ) ^ 

Now,  back  to  something  serious. 

Read  and  follow  the  entry  instructions  for  the  awards  competi- 
tion. Failure  to  comply  strictly  with  the  instructions  will  result  in 
automatic  disqualification  of  the  entry  or  entries  involved. 

Get  the  scissors  ready  and  start  clipping  out  those  articles. 
And  may  the  best  entries  win! 


writing  awards 

(6)  Awards  will  be  made  at  the  annual  NLG  Bash,  to  be  held 
during  the  American  Numismatic  Association  convention  in  Bos- 
ton in  August  1982. 

(7)  Contest  entries  must  be  sent  to  Donn  Pearlman,  P.O.  Box 
750,  Skokie,  Illinois  60076. 

(8)  Entries  do  not  have  to  be  pasted  on  paper  as  in  past  years. 
BUT  ALL  ENTRIES  MUST  BE  ATTACHED  TO  A COVER  PAGE 
with  the  following  information  clearly  and  neatly  provided: 

CLASS  

CATEGORY  

ENTRANT’S  NAME  AND  COMPLETE  ADDRESS  - 

PUBLICATION - — 

PUBLICATION  DATE 

AUTHOR  ( IF  OTHER  THAN  ENTRANT) 

TITLE  OR  HEADING ^ 

i 9 1 ALL  ENTRIES  MUST  BE  SUBMITTED  SEPARATELY. 

Ii  a contestant  is  submitting  entries  in  five  separate  categories, 
that  means  five  separate  mailings.  While  this  may  cost  a bit  more 
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in  postage,  it  will  make  it  much  easier  for  the  coordinator  of 
judging  entries. 

*%0,  Unless  otherwise  specified,  only  ONE  copy  of  an  entry 
need  be  submitted  per  category.  Either  an  original  clipping  or  a 
high-quality  photocopy  of  a newspaper  or  magazine  article  may  be 
submitted. 

(11)  There  are  five  journalism  and  graphics  professionals 
serving  as  judges  for  the  1982  entries.  At  least  two  judges  will 
consider  each  entry  category.  None  of  the  judges  is  submitting 
entries  of  his  or  her  own  in  1982. 

Categories 

CLASS  I - BOOKS 

Books  can  be  submitted  by  the  publisher,  editor  and/or  author. 
One  copy.  Entry  must  be  either  a new  book  or  substantially 
revised  version  of  an  earlier  work. 

(1)  Book  of  the  year.  The  book  having  the  greatest  impact  on 
numismatics.  Winner  will  be  selected  on  overall  readership  ap- 
peal, quality  of  research,  illustrations  and/or  photographies  and 
use  of  graphics  where  applicable,  presentation,  contribution  to  the 
specialty  field  where  applicable,  cover,  and  typography. 

CLASS  II  - NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

(2)  Best  single  article  or  series  of  articles.  Topic(s)  may 
mclude  any  area  of  numismatics.  (This  includes  coins,  tokens  and 

r ^:dals,  and/or  paper  money. ) 

(3)  Best  column.  Submit  three  different  examples. 

(4)  Best  issue.  Submit  three  different  issues  of  magazine. 
Winner  will  be  selected  on  basis  of  overall  numismatic  appeal, 
best  features,  columns,  departments,  graphics,  journalistic  quali- 
ty and  editorials  where  applicable.  Entry  may  be  submitted  by 
publisher,  editor  and/or  author(s). 

CLASS  III  - NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

(5)  Best  spot  news  story  or  continuing  coverage  of  developing 
story  on  subject  relating  to  numismatics.  Entrants  should  submit 
either  individual  example  of  breaking  news  coverage  or  several 
articles,  such  as  initial  story  and  followup  articles  relating  to 
same  story. 

(6)  Best  article  or  series  of  articles.  Topic(s)  may  include  any 
area  of  numismatics.  (This  includes  coins,  tokens  and  medals, 
and/or  paper  money. ) 

(7)  Best  issue.  Submit  three  different  issues  of  newspaper. 
Winner  will  be  selected  on  basis  of  overall  numismatic  appeal, 
best  features,  columns,  departments,  graphics,  journalistic  quali- 
ty and  editorials  where  applicable.  Entry  may  be  submitted  by 
publisher,  editor  and/or  author(s). 

CLASS  IV  - NON-NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

(8)  Best  column  in  a non-numismatic  newspaper  or  magazine, 
g^he  Maurice  M.  Gould  Award,  co-sponsored  by  Medallic  Art 
Company.  Entry  may  be  submitted  by  publisher,  editor  and/or 

author.  Entries  will  be  judged,  and  awards  presented,  in  three 
categories:  Newspapers  whose  circulation  is  100,000  or  more, 
newspapers  with  a circulation  of  less  than  100,000,  and  syndicated 
columns. 


CLASS  V - NUMISMATIC  ORGANIZATION  PUBLICATIONS 

(9)  Open  to  clubs,  organizations  or  other  numismatic-related 
groups  with  memberships  of  100  or  more.  Submit  three  different 
issues  of  the  publication.  Winner  to  be  selected  on  basis  of  eye 
appeal,  content,  reader  interest,  graphics  (where  applicable). 
Entries  may  be  submitted  by  organization  official,  editor  and/or 
author(s). 

(10)  Open  to  clubs,  organizations  or  other  numismatic-related 
groups  with  memberships  of  less  than  100.  Same  rules  as  category 
9 above. 

CLASS  VI  - CATALOGS 

(11)  Auction  catalogs.  Submit  one  copy.  Winner  to  be  selected 
on  basis  of  cover  design,  general  eye  appeal,  format,  graphics, 
descriptions  of  lots.  Entries  may  be  submitted  by  dealership, 
auctioneer  and/or  cataloger. 

CLASS  VII  — COMMERCIAL  PUBLICATIONS 

(12)  Fixed  price  lists,  brochures,  catalogs  other  than  auction 
sales,  house  organs,  “newsletters”  and  other  for-profit  organiza- 
tion publications  not  covered  by  category  11  above.  Winner  to  be 
selected  on  basis  of  eye  appeal,  graphics,  reader  interest  and 
format. 

CLASS  VIII  - BEST  PHOTOGRAPHY 

Winner(s)  will  be  selected  on  basis  of  eye  appeal,  originality  of 
subject,  suitability  of  title,  quality  of  technical  work,  aptness  to 
numismatics.  Photographic  reproductions  must  be  at  least  5 by  7 
inches  and  not  larger  than  16  by  20  inches  for  black  and  white 
entries.  Color  entries  may  be  within  those  size  limitations,  or  may 
be  original  slides  or  transparencies.  However,  reproduction  is 
preferred.  Photographs  and/or  slides  must  be  attached  to  cover 
sheet  (see  rule  8).  Photo  reproductions  need  not  be  mounted.  All 
entries  MUST  be  submitted  to  Donn  Pearlman  (address  above 
under  rule  7)  and  received  no  later  than  July  1, 1982. 

(13)  Black  and  white. 

(14)  Color. 

CLASS  IX  — BEST  ALL-AROUND  LITERARY  PORTFOLIO 

(15)  A collection  of  writings  and/or  photographs,  sketches, 
etc.,  submitted  by  the  author  demonstrating  versatility  of  subjects 
covered.  These  items  also  may  be  entered  individually  in  other 
categories,  but  must  be  submitted  separately  there. 

CLASS  X — BEST  WRITER  IN  THE  NLG  NEWSLETTER 

(16)  The  NLG  Newsletter  Award  is  presented  to  the  NLG 
member  whose  writings  and/or  contributions  to  the  Newsletter 
are  judged  to  be  the  most  informative.  No  entries  need  be 
submitted  for  this  category.  Judging  will  be  done  by  the  News- 
letter editor. 


Clemmy  Award  in  class  by  itself 

The  Clemmy  Award,  long  regarded  as  the  NLG’s  highest 
honor,  is  not  affected  by  the  new  rules  announced  in  this  issue. 
As  in  the  past,  the  1982  Clemmy  winner  will  be  chosen  in 
separate  deliberations  involving  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Guild.  Like  the  writing  contest  winners,  the  Clemmy  recipient 
will  be  disclosed  at  the  Boston  Bash. 
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To  the  creator  go  the  crumbs  $ 


(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  last  issue  of  the  NLG  Newsletter 
carried  a column  by  Ed  Reiter,  Newsletter  editor,  decrying  the 
low  rate  of  payment  generally  received  by  writers  who  sell  their 
work  to  numismatic  periodicals.  In  this  article,  NLG  member 
Thomas  C.  Stires  offers  his  views  on  the  subject.) 


By  THOMAS  C.  STIRES 


There  is  a Santa  Claus  in  numismatics  and  we  writers  have 
only  to  look  in  the  mirror  to  find  him. 

Ed  Reiter’s  comments  in  “Reiter’s  Notebook”  in  the  January- 
Eebruary  issue  of  the  Newsletter  point  out  the  problem  of  coin 
Dublications'  inadequate  compensation  for  contributing  writers’ 
work,  and  I feel  this  deserves  our  serious  attention. 

Unless  the  publishers  change  their  thinking  on  the  value  of 
their  writers,  the  content  of  all  coin  publications  is  bound  to  slide 
toward  mediocrity  commensurate  with  the  low  compensation. 

Most  of  us  started  writing  because  we  loved  it.  True,  at  first 
the  byline  was  gratifying  to  our  egos  and  we  were  grateful  for  any 
remuneration,  however  small.  But  then,  after  the  euphoria  faded 
and  the  writing  became  demanding  and  time-consuming  work,  we 
took  a more  practical  look  at  our  role  as  writers  and  contributors 
. at  the  marketplace  ...  and  at  our  status  in  the  general  scheme  of 
things. 

For  most  of  us,  that  practical  look  produced  a revelation  that 
was  less  than  flattering.  We,  the  creators,  were  on  the  bottom  rung 
and  were  getting  the  least  reward  for  our  efforts. 

Somehow  we  have  allowed  ourselves  to  be  downgraded  in 
payment  and  professional  respect.  Perhaps  the  basis  of  this  was 
fear  — fear  that  demanding  adequate  pay  would  result  in  being 
told  to  “take  a hike.” 

The  “dime-a-dozen”  attitude  that  some  publications  seem  to 
have  toward  writers  is  erroneous,  and  if  they  should  suddenly  have 
to  rely  on  their  staffs  and  on  spotty  contributions,  they  would 
realize  the  truth. 
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Rulau  authors  book 


on  merchant  tokens 

Russell  Rulau,  an  NLG  member  of  broad  numismatic  interests 
and  deep  knowledge,  has  written  a book  on  “U.S.  Merchant 
Tokens  1845-1860.” 

The  book,  Rulau’s  third  on  U.S.  tokens,  fills  the  void  in 
coverage  between  his  two  earlier  works,  which  dealt  with  the 
subjects  of  Hard  Times  and  Civil  War  issues. 

The  soft-cover,  128-page,  8V2-by-ll-inch  volume  provides  de- 
tailed information  on  more  than  2,000  tokens  from  27  states, 
including  Mavericks,  non-locals,  transportation  tokens,  coun- 
terstamps and  medalets.  Among  other  things,  it  furnishes  market 
valuations  in  up  to  four  grades  of  preservation,  based  on  current 
retail  sales,  recent  auction  results  and  estimates  supplied  by  a 
panel  of  dealers  and  specialists.  Indexing  and  numbering  are 
among  the  book’s  other  convenient  features. 

Rulau  has  been  a collector  for  43  years  and  has  written  or 
edited  10  numismatic  books.  In  addition,  of  course,  he  has  won 
wide  respect  for  his  work  as  a numismatic  editor  — first  at  Amos 
Press  and,  more  recently,  at  Krause  Publications,  where  he 
currently  is  editor  of  World  Coin  News. 

The  new  book  is  the  product  of  18  years  of  work  in  the  area  of 
American  tokens.  It  is  priced  at  $9.95  and  can  be  obtained  at  many 
coin  shops  or  directly  from  the  publisher,  Krause  Publications,  700 
State  St.,  Iola,  Wis.  54990. 


True,  there  are  many  writers  with  a vested  interest  who 
receive  what  they  consider  sufficient  compensation  in  the  form  of 
free  publicity.  Yet,  honorable  though  they  may  be,  can  they  truly 
be  totally  objective  in  their  selection  and  treatment  of  subject 
matter? 

Can  the  occasional  ego  writer  be  relied  upon  for  regular, 
factual  contributions  once  the  novelty  of  seeing  his  byline  wears 
off?  Will  the  semi-professional  meet  the  editor’s  needs  on  a 
steady,  reliable  basis? 

No  publication  can  afford  to  rely  completely  on  its  staff  and 
the  helter-skelter  offerings  of  the  above  and  expect  to  maintain  the 
quality  of  its  content  without  the  professional  to  add  balance, 
objectivity  and  constant  reliability. 

I consider  myself  a semi-professional,  since  I do  not  depend  on 
the  coin  publications  for  my  bread  and  butter.  Unlike  the  true 
professional,  I can  withdraw  my  services  whenever  I feel  mis- 
treated or  cheated  — and  the  bills  still  get  paid  and  I don’t  have  to 
cancel  my  vacations.  Therefore,  I cannot  be  relied  upon  by  any 
publication  to  suffer  its  slings  and  arrows  and  still  deliver  the 
goods. 

The  professional  does  not  have  this  advantage  and  the  publica- 
tions are  aware  of  that  fact  — and  yet  the  remuneration  of  the  pros 
is  not  much  greater  than  the  paltry  payment  we  others  receive, 
and  they  are  expected  to  meet  life’s  expenses  with  these  handouts. 
All  of  us  are  vastly  underpaid,  but  the  pro  is  forced  to  accept  the 
situation. 

We  writers  are  proud  of  our  work  and  try  to  do  our  best  on  any 
subject  we  tackle.  We  spend  hours  in  research  ...  contact  exp$s4s 
by  long  distance  for  their  comments  ...  use  our  own  photograiM 
equipment  ...  write  and  rewrite  ...  and  then  submit  our  stories  — 
only  to  be  paid  with  checks  that  are  demeaning  and  demoralizing. 

Our  true  worth?  Wouldn’t  it  be  a lot  easier  (and  cheaper)  for 
us  to  forget  research  and  dash  out  a rehash  on  the  1804  dollar,  or 
just  ramble  on  for  a few  thousand  words  when  the  pay  is  going  to 
be  the  same  anyway?  The  old  adage  that  “You  get  what  you  pay 
for”  applies  to  coin  publications  just  as  it  does  to  anything  else. 

About  two  years  ago,  I received  a call  from  the  editor  of  a 
military  journal  asking  me  to  write  for  his  publication.  Foolishly,  I 
didn’t  discuss  payment.  I tracked  down  a fascinating  story  on  two 
highly  decorated  brothers  whose  accomplishments  read  like  a 
John  Wayne  script  (one  received  the  Medal  of  Honor  posthumously 
in  World  War  II).  I traveled  to  talk  with  their  sister  for  back- 
ground material  and  obtained  every  available  newspaper  clipping 
on  their  adventures  from  a friend  who  now  owns  the  medal. 

I was  ready  to  roll  and  write  a blockbuster  of  a factual, 
exciting  story.  I titled  it  “The  Wolverines  of  WW  II”  and  excitedly 
contacted  the  editor  to  tell  him  about  it.  He,  too,  was  excited  and 
loved  it  — so  excited  and  appreciative  that  he  offered  me  $25  for 
the  story!  He  thought  that  he  had  me  by  the  ego.  However,  I 
declined  his  “generous”  offer  and  never  wrote  the  story.  In  fact,  I 
never  even  contacted  any  other  publication  about  it  because  I was 
so  sour  on  the  project. 

The  point  is,  how  many  other  stories  related  to  numismatics 
won’t  be  written  because  it  just  isn’t  worth  the  bother?  We  all  lose 
in  one  way  or  another. 

If  the  coin  publications  continue  to  pay  their  writers  poorly, 
the  entire  hobby  will  be  adversely  affected.  We  writers  keep 
readers’  interests  alive  and  growing  ...  these  varied  interests 
create  numismatic  demand  ...  and  the  publications  reap  tt)g^ 
benefits.  It  is  hardly  fair  and  equitable  that  only  crumbs  arF 
shared  with  the  creators. 

I salute  and  congratulate  Ed  Reiter  for  having  the  courage  to 
air  this  touchy  issue.  Hopefully,  NLG  editors  and  publishers  will 
recognize  and  correct  this  injustice  before  they  end  up  killing  the 
proverbia 
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rwh™  timoichflro^in-  time  to  cast  vour  ballot  and  help  four  holdover  members  of  the  Board;  and  a small  number  of 


Election  time  is  here  again  — time  to  cast  your  ballot  and  help 
shape  the  NLG  Board  of  Directors  for  the  coming  year. 

Only  one  new  director  will  be  chosen  this  year,  since  only  one 
term  — that  of  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  — is  expiring.  Still,  it’s 
important  to  have  broad  participation  in  order  to  ensure  that  your 
Board  is  representative  of  the  membership. 

Below  is  a roster  of  current  NLG  members.  All  are  eligible  for 
election  this  year  except  the  outgoing  director,  Ken  Bressett;  the 


four  holdover  members  of  the  Board;  and  a small  numbe^f 
members  whose  employers  prohibit  their  involvement  as  officers 
in  numismatic  organizations.  These  ineligible  members  are  desig- 
nated by  the  symbol  (xxx)  after  their  names. 

Please  place  a check  mark  after  the  name  of  just  one  member 
and  return  your  ballot  to  our  executive  director,  Paul  Whitnah,  by 
June  30.  Ballots  should  be  sent  to  Paul  R.  Whitnah,  P.O.  Box  8383, 
Shreveport,  La.  71108. 


Jack  H.  Fisher 

William  Fivaz  (xxx) 

Fva  Adam*: 

Urban  Foerster 

Harry  J.  Forman 

David  W Akpr«: 

Marvin  L.  Fraley 

Judith  Frank 

Or  Harold  Allon 

Kent  Froseth 

R.av  Anthnnv 

George  Fuld 

Melvin  Fuld 

Or  FI  O Armitaerp 

David  L.  Ganz 

Richard  Ragg 

Soterios  Gardiakos 

Clement  F Railev 

Frank  Gasparro 

Don  Railey 

D.T.  Gendry 

John  Baker 

Cora  Lee  C.  Gillilland 

Dr  Dnntdas  R Rail 

Miriam  Gilmore 

Aubrey  E Rehee 

David  D.  Gladfelter 

Harold  Beecher 

Nathan  Goldstein  II 

Ralph  W Rehringer 

Nancy  Green 

R.C.  Bell 

Paul  Green 

Yasha  Reresiner 

Henry  Grunthal 

Jim  Betton  III 

Sylvia  Haffner 

James  M.  Rieler 

Kenneth  Hallenbeck  Jr. 

Joseph  E Boling 

Virgil  Hancock 

Harry  X Boosel 

Thomas  V.  Haney 

Erkki  Borg 

W.  Larry  Hanks 

Q.  Davjd  Rowers  (xyy! 

Kenneth  Harbour 

Kenneth  E.  Bressett  (xxx) 

N.  Neil  Harris 

Mary  Brooks 

George  D.  Hatie 

Vernon  Brown 

Alan  Herbert 

Gabriel  Calbeto 

Gene  Hessler  _ 

Carl  W.A.  Carlson 

Lee  Hewitt 

Mike  Carter 

Patrick  D.  Hogan 

James  Charlton 

Ralph  A.  Holmes 

Susan  E.  Cherry 

Donald  J.  Hoppe 

William  B.  Christensen 

Charles  R.  Hoskins 

Eh  .ra  Clain-Stefanelli 

Clovde  P.  Howard 

Stanley  Clute 

Clvde  Hubbard 

Courtney  B.  Coffing  (xxx) 

Marc  Hudgeons 

Mary  B.  Comstock 

John  Gordon  Humphris 

Allen  Corson 

John  L.  Hunter 

William  B.  Crais  III 

Barbara  Hyde 

Grover  C.  Criswell 

James  S.  Iacovo 

D.L.  Crumbley 

John  Isted 

Virginia  Culver  (xxxl 

Arnold  D.  Jeffcoat 

Michael  L.  Cummings 

James  J.  Jelinski 

Elmer  L.  Curran 

James  G.  Johnson 

Eduardo  C.  Dargent 

F.C.  Jewett 

Norman  W Davis 

Byron  Johnson 

Oscar  H.  Dodson 

D.  Wayne  Johnson 

Robert  H.  Dornquast 

R.W.  Julian 

Dottie  Dow 

Donald  Kagin 

Fred  Drost 

John  Kamin 

Michael  J.  Druck 

Geneva  Karlson 

Sanford  J.  Durst 

Frank  J.  Katen 

Richard  B.  Dusterberg 

Laurese  Katen 

J Eric  Engstrom 

Mark  Kellner 

Belmont  C.  Faries 

Keith  N.  Kelman 

Rnnn  Fern 

Myron  M.  Kliman 

Frank  B.  Knight 

Jay  Koblenz  

Abe  Kosoff  

Chester  L.  Krause  

William  F.  Krieg  

Col.  Robert  F.  Kriz  

Simcha  Kuritzky  

Jimmie  N.  Lawrence  

Angelita  G.  Legarda  

Dr.  Benito  J.  Legarda  

Robert  F.  Lemke  

J.C.  Levesque  

Leon  T.  Lindheim  

Howard  Linecar  

Bruce  Lorich  

Russell  MacKendrick  

A.  George  Mallis  

Joel  L.  Malter 

Fredric  G.  1 

Harrington  E.  ivlanvilie  

Arnold  Margolis  

Lee  Martin  

Dudley  L.  McClure  

William  H.  McDonald  

Scott  McLaren  

Robert  E.  Medlar  

Ray  Merena  

James  Miller  

Cliff  Mishler  

Martin  Morgenstern  

Barbara  Mueller  

Miguel  L.  Munoz  

Paul  H.  Munson  

Col.  Bill  Murray  

Adrian  F.  Na 

William  S.  Nawrocki  

Eric  P.  Newman  

Richard  C.  Noble  

Chuck  O’Donnell  

Dr.  Walter  Ostromecki  Jr.  

Gary  L.  Palmer  

Donn  Pearlman  (xxx)  

J.  Roy  Pennell  

Walter  Perschke  

Albert  Pick  

Richard  Picker  

Edward  H.  Pitts  

Joe  Pollock  

Donna  K.  Pope  

Edwin  Quagliana  

Beate  Rauch  

Mort  Reed  

Ed  Reiter  

Jerry  Remick  

Joel  Rettew  

Charles  J.  Ricard  

Gilroy  Roberts  

Estella  Robinson  

Edward  C.  Rochette  


Matt  Rothert  Sr.  

James  F.  Ruddy  

Russell  Rulau  

Margo  Russell  (xxx)  _ 

Dean  M.  Ryder  

Austin  Ryer  Jr.  

John  J.  Ryer  

Paul  Rynearson  

Howard  Seaver  

David  E.  Schenkman  _ 
Hans  M.F.  Schulman  _ 

Carlton  F.  Schwan  

Ted  Schwarz  

Neil  Shafer  

Austin  M.  Sheheen  Jr. 

Stella  Hackel  Sims  

Arlie  Slabaugh  

Glenn  B.  Smedley  

E.  Victor  Snell  

Nathan  Sobel  

Eck  Spahich  

Hank  Spangenberger  _ 

Leonard  W.  Stark  

Leonard  Sterling  

Martha  V.  Stevenson  _ 

Thomas  C.  Stires  

Lon  S.  Stockton  

Charles  Surasky  

Richard  W.  Suter  

Anthony  Swiatek  

Sol  Taylor  

Michael  Thorne  

Edwin  S.  Trautman  _ 

Scott  A.  Travers  

George  K.  Tyson  

Ted  Uhl  

Barry  Uman  

LeRoy  Van  Allen  — 

Emil  Voigt  

Mel  Wacks  

Dick  Wagner  

George  W.  Wait  

Don  Wallace  

Holland  Wallace  

Philip  Walton  

M.  Owen  Warns  

Alan  R.  Weinberg  

Fred  Weinberg  

David  E.  Weinstock  _ 

Ted  Weissbuch  

John  A.  Wexler  

Paul  R.  Whitnah  

Robert  C.  Wilharm  _ 

Dale  L.  Williams  

Steve  Witham  

Robert  Wolenik  

John  D.  Wright  

Derek  Young  

Morton  Jay  Zerder  


la. 


Numismatic 

News 

FREE! 

From  IPM 

IPM,  always  in  touch  with  the  latest  numismatic  devel- 
opments, has  an  insider’s  edge  on  coining  news.  As  agent 
for  the  Royal  Australian  Mint  and  the  Dutch  Mint,  IPM  gets 
the  news  your  readers  want  to  know  about. 

We  want  to  make  that  news  available  to  you  too!  We'll 
also  provide  photos  of  new  coins  on  request  and  our  staff 
will  handle  any  special  requests  you  might  have. 

Call  or  write  us  today;  we’ll  be  happy  to  add  your  name 
to  our  mailing  list.  [fjifr  OS®1  SST 
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128  Passaic  Avenue,  Fairfield,  New  jersey  07006  201-228-5404 


standard  books 
on  coins  and  currency 


GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD.  By  Fried- 
berg.  From  600  A.D.  to  the  present, 
with  market  values.  428  pages,  illus- 
trated, 8%  x 11". 


GOLD  COINS  & 


of  the 

WORLD 


tj 
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PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

By  Friedberg.  Illustrates  all  types 
and  sizes  from  1861  to  the  present, 
with  valuations.  252  pages  , 

8 1/2x11". 


Published  by 

THE  COIN  & CURRENCY  INSTITUTE,  INC. 

1359  Broadway  New  York,  NY  10018 


EXCELLENCE 

excelencia 

vorzuglichkeit 

excellence 


NO  MATTER  HOW  IT’S  PRONOUNCED, 
collectors  the  world  over  understand  the  word 
and  recognize  the  symbol  for  quality  in  coin  ac- 
cessories. For  over  35  years,  Whitman  has  been 
supplying  hobbyists  with  the  most  reliable  and 
authoritative  reference  books  available.  In  addi- 
tion to  furnishing  collectors  with  pricing  informa- 
tion, Whitman  has  made  collecting  interesting 
and  enjoyable.  Our  coin  storage  and  display  pro- 
ducts protect  and  enhance  even  the  most  dis- 
criminating collections.  WHITMAN  — the 
hobby  standard. 


Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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U.S.A. 

COINS  + CURRENCY  + MEDALS 

Round  The  World.. 


GOLD  + CROWNS  + PROOF  SETS 


SASE  For  Our  Bargain  Lists 
Please  Name  Your  Specialty 

MEMBER:  Life  # 110  ANA,  ANS,  PNG,  SCPN,  SPMC,  IAPN,  Others. 

"Pronto  Service" 

4514  No  30th  Street  Omaha,  Nebraska  68111 
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The  staff  of  Krause  Publications,  Inc., 
extends  a sincere  thanks  to  active 
hobbyists  who  have  made  Numismatic 
News  the  longest  running  hobby 
newspaper. 

We  salute  you,  in  this,  our  30th  year 
of  publishing. 

And,  we  reaffirm  our  pledge  to  continue 
providing  the  trustworthy  advertising, 
accurate  value  guides  and  speedy  delivery 
you  need  to  vigorously  pursue  and  enjoy 
your  hobby. 
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numismatic 


news 


Your  Weekly  Coin  Collecting 
Guide  Featuring  COIN  MARKET 


Celebrating 
our  30th  year 
of  publishing 


SPECIAL  OPPORTUNITY  ...  for  everyone  wanting  to  get  acquainted  with  Numismatic  News.  Enjoy  a 
free  six-week  trial  subscription.  Send  name,  address  and  request  to  Numismatic  News,  Dept.  AR7,  700  E. 
State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990.  Offer  for  non-subscribers  only. 
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200  I.U.  Willets  Road,  Albertson,  N.Y.  11507  • Call  Toll  Free  800-645-6075  • N.Y.  Call  Collect  516-295-0040 


THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  EAGLE  BY  GILROY  ROBERTS 
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CREATIVITY 

INTEGRITY  <9?  EXCELLENCE 

ARE  THE  CORNERSTONES  OF  OUR  BUSINESS 


FRANKLIN  MINT  CORPORATION 
Franklin  Center.  Pennsylvania  19091 


THE  WORLD  S LEADING  PRODUCER  OP  LIMITED  EDITION  COLLECT'BlES 


